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COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This methods course serves as a complement to Professor Magda Boutros’ Inquiries in Sociology course.  

The methods section is intended to engage students in understanding how to conduct sociological research 

as a practical matter.  Students will, through discussion, hands-on learning, and supplementary instruction, 

develop the knowledge and skills required to engage in sociological research including familiarity with 

research methods, the development of research questions and theory, hypothesis testing, data analysis, and 

the discussion of results.  The course will culminate in the presentation of student-led empirical research 

projects. 

Academic expectations 

Students will be expected to complete assignments in advance of the section meetings and to actively 

participate in discussions and course activities.  Plagiarism is strictly prohibited and all work submitted is 

expected to be the original work of the student. 

 

Grading criteria and assignments 

The section grade accounts for 40% of the overall grade for the Inquiries in Sociology course and is 

determined by discussion section assignments, a final project, and participation.  Participation will be 

evaluated continuously throughout the semester. There will be two assignments, each a written report 

providing evidence of progress towards the completion of the final project. 

The final project is intended to be an exercise in the production of original sociological research. Students 

will, in groups, choose a topic, develop a research question, collect data, perform analysis, and discuss the 

results.  Students are encouraged to model the project in the style of a written sociological research article 

but are not required to write one.  The product will instead be an oral presentation and slide show presented 

to the class in 15-20 minutes during the last section meeting. 

There are no mandatory readings for this course beyond those assigned in the main Inquiries in Sociology 

lecture. 
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Late work policy 

Late work is not accepted.  If extraordinary circumstances prevent you from completing an assignment on 

time, you must notify me as soon as possible.  Exceptions to the late policy will only be granted in the most 

severe and limited cases. 

Attendance policy 

Attendance is mandatory for discussion sections and will be taken at each section meeting. 

Course Schedule 

The following schedule is tentative and subject to change according to the needs of the course.  Course 
meetings will largely consist of activities and learning centered around a specific topic followed by time spent 
working in groups on the final project. 

Session 1 (7 September): Introduction to Sociological Research 

Session 2 (14 September): Developing Research Questions 

Session 3 (21 September): Theory & Hypotheses 

Session 4 (28 September): Research Design 

Session 5 (5 October): Qualitative Methods  

Session 6 (12 October): Survey Methodology 

Session 7 (19 October): Data Sets, Descriptive Statistics, & Causal Inference I 

Session 8 (26 October): Data Sets, Descriptive Statistics, & Causal Inference II 

Autumn Break 

Session 9 (9 November): Regression Analysis 

Session 10 (16 November): Data Visualization 

Session 11 (23 November): TBA 

Session 12 (30 November): Project Presentations 


